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FIRST DAY PROCEDURES /

We have found that the children vary greatly in adjusting to school and we ask
for your cooperation in carrying out the teacher’s plan for your child. A child will

adjust more easily and more quickly if he/she feels that the parent and the
teacher are working together.

Parents of new children should plan to be free to stay at school for the first few
days. The days you devote to your child’s introduction to school will be an
investment in his/her future and will be well worth your time.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

All parents in our school spend periodic days in the classroom. This is done with a
number of aims in mind:

We aim to support the parent-child relationship. One direct way of doing
this is by providing regular times for a child to have a parent involved
directly in the school and his/her activities. The parent also has the
pleasurable opportunity to enter into the child’s school life, thereby
achieving a greater closeness to him/her.

We aim to have an intelligently and sensitively run cooperative. This can
be achieved only through a parent body educated in the needs of young
children and cognizant of the organizational problems of running a

nursery school. We feel that the best way to become informed in these
matters is to enter actively into the heart of the school, the classroom.

We aim to help each child advance in his/her learning and maturation.
The main agent of this purpose is the child’s teacher. In order to provide
the teacher with the necessary freedom for using her training and
experience on class days, the class must be adequately staffed. All
parents, on their class days, function as invaluable aides to the teacher,
thus advancing the educative purpose of the school.

We aim to keep the costs low. If the parents did not participate in the

class, it would be necessary to hire additional paid staff with the
difference being reflected in higher fuition.
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CLASSROOM TIPS

With the previous statements as background, we will offer in capsule form, some
“tips” to aid you in functioning effectively and happily on your cIas:s days.-These
tips are helpful, although, as you will soon find out, alumni parents’ experiences

and tips are invaluable. Please don’t be afraid to ask other parents for support or
advice.

OVERALL RESPONSIBILITIES OF A PARTICIPATING PARENT
1. Please try to arrive a few minutes before school begins.

2. Mothers, fathers, grandparents and child care providers are welcome
to participate.

3. Parents are required to go on school trips. The teacher will post a sign
up sheet with the number of parents needed for the trip. It is asked that
parents participate on one of the two trips throughout the school year.

4. Procedure to change a participation day is as follows:
a. Call ALL parents in your class to arrange an exchange.
b. Note the change on the classroom schedule.

c. If you are unable to make a switch with another parent, call the
participation chairperson to arrange for a paid substitute. There will
be a maximum of two (2) paid substitutes per family per year. Paid
substitutes are only used in cases of extreme emergency and a fee
of $25 will be imposed for each incident.

SOME THINGS TO KNOW

1. Children of nursery school age are not expected to read and write.
They learn through their play with materials and through relationship.

2. The teacher has long-range goals for each child, which will not always
be apparent to the infrequent helper. So, think twice before asking a
child, "What are you playing?” or “What are you making?“ In most cases,
the child will consider it an intrusion in his/her activity.
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SOME

Don’t make models for the children to copy. Adult standa
from those of children and making models only encoura
may stifle effort completely.

rds are different
ges copy work or

Children who don’t seem to be playing actively can be observing and
learning at their own pace. Do not attempt to push “slow starters” to play.

. It is easier to get along with children by encouraging their natural desire

to cooperate. For example, it's better to say, “It's time for clean up now”
than "Do you want to clean up now?” Or, if you have to stop a child from
throwing something, tell the child what he/she may do instead, e.g., "No,

you may not throw the blocks, but you may build with them.”

. Toilet accidents are taken in a matter of fact way. In no instance scold or

punish the child for an accident.

A certain amount of hitting other children or refusing to take turns or
shyness is normal. Look to the teacher for guidance when in doubt.

Children need help in cleaning up. You can have fun yourself in working
along putting blocks away, washing brushes, etc. The teacher will guide you
in this.

- A child learns fo respect the work of other people through having his/her

own work respected. Therefore, when a child is playing constructively, do
not try to introduce a new activity. When a child is concentrating, try to
protect him/her from interruption. When a child’s play must be interrupted
at the end of the period, warn beforehand.

THINGS TO DO

On participation day, please try to arrive a few minutes early. We
encourage relatives fo participate. Please notify the teacher ahead of time
and inform relatives of the time to be in school and the procedures.

Check on supplies in the classroom each time you come in and replenish
from the storage closet such items as cups, snacks, juice, and cleaning
supplies.
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